




“Who are the Working Poor?”

In compiling the indicators of poverty, we have included an indicator on the number of 
low-income employees in Hong Kong, viz. persons working 35 hours or above per week 
and with monthly employment earnings less than 50% of the median. In 2006, there 
were 213 600 such full-time low-income employed persons, representing 8% of total full-
time workers aged 15-59. It is worth noting that, among these low-income earners, 12% 
were self-employed persons and 6% were unpaid family workers.

The number of persons living in low-income households with income below average 
CSSA payment was 893 700 in 2006. Since over half of these low-income households 
were elderly households2 (36%) and economically inactive households3 (21%), the 
number of working poor households could be reflected more accurately with the figure of 
those with at least one employed member with a monthly income below average CSSA 
payment for households of the same household size (excluding foreign domestic helpers). 
There were 122 000 working poor households in 2006, accounting for 5.5% of all 
households in Hong Kong. The number and proportion of such working poor households 
were decreasing in recent years, suggesting that the improvement in labour market amid 
the strong economic performance in recent years was of great help in alleviating the 
poverty situation.
























